
APRIL MAY

In early 
May Kenyan 
authorities 
uncovered 
84 elephant 
tusks at 
Nairobi 
airport.

JULY

On July 
8th 
Malaysian 
officials 
seized 405 
elephant 
tusks.

Two weeks later 
Vietnamese 
officials seized 
122 elephant 
tusks and a 
day after that 
Chinese officials 
uncovered 707 
elephant tusks 
during a routine 
inspection.

On April 1st  
Thai officials 
discovered 
247 tusks 
hidden in 
a shipment 
from Kenya 
although 
it is not 
clear where 
the ivory 
originated.

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

In mid-
August 
a China-
bound 
shipment 
from 
Tanzania 
was seized 
in Malaysia 
with 664 
elephant 
tusks.

1041 
elephant 
tusks 
bound for 
Malaysia 
were 
seized in 
Zanzibar 
on August 
23rd

On July 26th 
US Fish 
and Wildlife 
Officers made 
their biggest-
ever bust in 
Philadelphia of 
approximately 
1 metric ton 
of ivory.

Officials in Hong 
Kong seized 794 
African elephant 
tusks on a shipment 
from Malaysia at 
the end of August. 
That same week 
officials in Malaysia 
seized 695 elephant 
tusks that came 
from Tanzania and 
were bound for 
China.

On the 30th Viet-
namese officials 
seized at least 24 
tusks in the north-
central province of 
Nghe An.

Three weeks 
later Vietnamese 
officials seized 
approximately 221 
tusks in a boat 
bound for China.

ILLEGAL IVORY 
ACTIVITIES IN 
RECENT MONTHS

According to the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS) there has been, “a steadily increasing trend 
in levels of illicit ivory trade in 2004 onwards, with an exceptionally sharp upsurge in 2009….seizures 
of ivory reached record levels in 2009 and that these levels were largely sustained in 2010.
2011 has borne witness to a staggering degree of carnage with 5004 elephant tusks seized in these 
known major seizures. Countless smaller seizures have also taken place.
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