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Marine Mammal Rescue & Research Program




The International Fund for Animal Welfare works to improve the welfare of wild and
domestic animals throughout the world by reducing commercial exploitation of animals,
protecting wildlife habitats, and assisting animals in distress. IFAW seeks to motivate the
public to prevent cruelty to animals and to promote animal welfare and conservation
policies that advance the well-being of both animals and people.
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Marine Mammal Rescue
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marine mamma
the rescue and humane care of stranded marine
mammals, advancing stranding science, and increasing
public awareness through education.”
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WHAT WE DO...

- STRANDING RESPONSE

 INVESTIGATION

« EDUCATION & OUTREACH

« CONSERVATION




COVERAGE AREA
Where We Work

* Cape Cod & South Coast
e Over 700 miles of coastline
« Many different habitats

 Stranding hot spot




WHO RESPONDS/RESOURCES

5 full time staff
350 + volunteers
IFAW headqguarters (provides support)

Town agencies
Funding:

— Individual donors

— Grants

— Corporate donations




Resources:
Vehicles

Transport
trailer




Resources:
Equipment

CGNER

blood analyzers

cetacean stretchers
dolphin cart




Why Do We Respond to Stranded Marine
Mammals?




Rescue Response: Seals & Cetaceans

SEALS WHALES

DOLPHINS

PORPOISE




Rescue Response:

What Is a Stranding?

Dead Marine Mammal:
0N a beach or shore of the US
sin waters under the jurisdiction of the US
(out to 3 miles)

Live Marine Mammal:
eunable to return to the water
in apparent need of medical attention; or
ein the water, but unable to return to its
natural habitat under its own power
or without assistance




Rescue Response:
Single vs. Mass Stranding Events




Rescue Response:
wWhy Do Marine Mammals Strand?

Most single-stranded animals strand because they
are ill or injured




Rescue Response:
wWhy Do Marine Mammals Strand?

Topography




Rescue Response:
wWhy Do Marine Mammals Strand?
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Rescue Response:
wWhy Do Marine Mammals Strand?

Predation:

Coyotes &
Sharks

Entanglements




Rescue Response:
wWhy Do Marine Mammals Strand?

Other possiblilities:
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LOCAL SEAL SPECIES

Gray seal

Harbor seal

Hooded seal

Harp seal




LOCAL SMALL CETACEANS

Atlantic White-sided Dolphin

Common Dolphin

Pilot Whale

Harbor Porpoise




LOCAL WHALE SPECIES

North Atlantic Right Whale

Humpback Whale

Fin Whale

Minke Whale




Total Strandings 1999-2007:

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007




2008 Stranding Numbers:

Total: 224




2008 Numbers Continued:

2008 Stranded Marine Mammal Species Diveristy on Cape Cod and SE MA

harbor seal

gray seal

harp seal

Atlantic white sided dolphin
common dolphin

harbor porpoise
unidentified seal

Risso's dolphin

bottienose dolphin

hooded seal

pyomy sperm whale

minke whale

finback whale

pilot whale

white beaked dolphin
striped dolphin

manatee




Rescue Response:

Responding to Stranded Seals:
Health determination




Rescue Response:
Responding to Stranded Seals:

Potential hazards to the animal




Rescue Response:
Options: Relocation

Photos Courtesy of the Cape Cod Times




Rescue Response:
Options: Rehabllitation




Rescue Response:
Responding to Stranded Cetaceans




Rescue Response:
Mass Stranding Response




Rescue Response:
Unusual Species: Manatee

West Indian Manatee
Trichechus manatus
“Dennis’

October 2008
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Timeline




Rescue Response:
Manatee Cont.




2009 Manatee Sightings In MA:
Manatee 2009 “llya”




Rescue Programs:
Mass Stranding Prevention &
Seal Disentanglement




Research Projects:
Satellite tagging single stranded cetaceans




Research Projects:
Diagnostic testing of mass stranded animals

) §

Hearing Tests

Ultrasound




On Going Research:
Necropsy




What should you do if you discover a
stranded or injured marine mammal?

Be aresponsible wildlife observer —
stay 150 ft. away and out of view of
the animals.

Keep all other people and pets away.

Contact the IFAW Marine
Mammal Rescue Program

24hr Emergency

AOTLINE: 508-743-9548




What Can You Do To Help?

« Become an IFAW Marine Mammal Rescue Volunteer
 Donations (monetary, equipment, supplies)

* Report strandings!

e Spread the word...
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